
 

   

 

 

Job Advertisement 

Dean, Wilson School of Design 
 

 
 

DEAN, WILSON SCHOOL OF DESIGN 

Competition Number 19-140 
 

As Canada’s only polytechnic university, we offer you the opportunity to make a positive impact on your 

community through a meaningful career working in a collaborative and inclusive culture. Join us and put 

your thoughts into action. 

 

About Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

At KPU we combine academic excellence with practical, hands-on and experiential learning opportunities 

that prepare our graduates for successful and rewarding careers. With five campuses located in the Lower 

Mainland region of British Columbia, KPU offers a diverse range of credentials designed to successfully meet 

the evolving needs of regional and global employment markets. We offer work-integrated and service 

learning, connections to business and industry, and a supportive learning environment.  

 

About The Wilson School of Design 

Located in KPU Richmond, the recently opened 4,900 m2 purpose-built facility includes innovative teaching 

studios and labs, a testing centre, gallery space and expanded study and design spaces for students. It 

also houses advanced technology, such as laser cutters, 3D printers and ultrasonic welders. We create 

partnerships to boldly provoke progress by researching, innovating and transforming the world through 

design. 

 

The school provides a collaborative space for a range of design programs including bachelor degrees in 

Product Design, Interior Design, Fashion Design & Technology, Graphic Design for Marketing, post-

baccalaureate diploma in Technical Apparel Design, Fashion Marketing Diploma and Foundations in 

Design Certificate. 

 The Faculty are passionate about inspiring and guiding future designers.  

 A vibrant community of up-and-coming designers. 

 The Wilson School of Designs alumni can be found across the globe, making a positive impact, 

provoking progress and leading design innovations. 

 

The Position 

KPU is seeking a Dean for the globally recognized and award winning Wilson School of Design. The Dean 

will lead a team of motivated faculty who are the backbone of the School and are passionate about 

inspiring and guiding the designers of tomorrow whose impact will lead to a more positive, sustainable 



 
world. KPU is looking for an inspirational leader who is courageous, rigorous, empowering, approachable, 

collaborative and smart (visit our website to view the Executive Profile for this position). This role reports to 

the Provost and VP Academic. Reporting directly to this position are the Design Faculty and the Divisional 

Business Manager. 

 

This role includes long-term strategic planning, academic development, and the collaborative management 

of the School’s financial, administrative, and human resources.  The Dean plays a major role in encouraging 

relationships between KPU, the external community and relevant industries. The Dean also has a commitment 

to academic excellence, and to advance the quality and content of programs, research and scholarship, 

courses, initiatives, and the student learning experience. The Dean fosters and encourages collaboration to 

explore and innovate design-related problems utilizing our faculty’s expertise and students’ enthusiasm. 

 

What education and experience should you have? 

 A Ph.D. or a terminal degree in a related discipline is preferred.  

 Master’s degree from a recognized university in a relevant discipline required.   

 Five or more years of relevant leadership experience accompanied by a minimum of 5 years of 

faculty experience preferably within a university environment. 

 Breadth of Design Experience and appreciation of the diversity of the disciplines in design 

relevant to the Wilson School of Design. 

 Experience working in a unionized academic environment. 

 A broad understanding of higher education issues within post-secondary education. 

 

Want to know more?  

Visit our website to view the job description for the role of Dean, Wilson School of Design. 
 

We’re proud to boast about the benefits that we can offer you.  KPU offers a generous vacation entitlement 

as well as a competitive benefits package that includes medical, dental, extended health benefits, an 

annual health care spending account, life insurance, AD&D, and a defined benefit pension plan. The 

successful applicant will also be eligible for professional development opportunities. 

 

Ready to Apply? 

To apply for this role please email us at employ@kpu.ca by November 22, 2019 with the subject line in the 

following format: Last Name – First Name, Competition Number 19-140. All qualified candidates are 

encouraged to apply; however, Canadian citizens and permanent residents will be given priority. We thank 

all applicants for their interest in employment with KPU. Only those selected for an interview will be 

contacted.  

 

The University welcomes and encourages applications from women, visible minorities, Indigenous persons, 

persons with disabilities, persons of any sexual orientation, and persons of any gender identity or gender 

expression. If you require an accommodation through our hiring process, please include your request in the 

application email. Kwantlen Polytechnic University is committed to protecting the safety and welfare of 

employees, students, and the general public, and upholding the reputation and integrity of the University. 

For this reason, final applicants will be asked to undergo a background check. 

 
For inquiries or recommendations related to this position, please contact: 

Sarah Pughe 

Human Resources Business Partner 

Phone: 604-599-2895 

Email: sarah.pughe@kpu.ca 

mailto:employ@kpu.ca

